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Introduction toIntroduction to
WORLD VIEWSWORLD VIEWS

WORLDVIEWSWORLDVIEWS

•• What do the following statements What do the following statements 
share in common?share in common?

WorldviewsWorldviews

•• "We should be free to do whatever we "We should be free to do whatever we 
want except for killing someone.want except for killing someone.““

•• "I am the master of my fate."I am the master of my fate. I am the I am the 
captain of my soul." captain of my soul." 
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WorldviewsWorldviews

•• "My highest loyalty is"My highest loyalty is to my country." to my country." 

•• "Money is power." "Money is power." 

•• "We are all infused with the divine." "We are all infused with the divine." 

WorldviewsWorldviews

•• Definition from Definition from 
James Sire "Naming the Elephant" James Sire "Naming the Elephant" 

p. 122. p. 122. 

WorldviewsWorldviews

•• A worldview is a commitment, A worldview is a commitment, 
•• a fundamental orientation of the heart, a fundamental orientation of the heart, 
•• that can be expressed as a story or in set that can be expressed as a story or in set 

presuppositions (assumptions which may presuppositions (assumptions which may 
be true, partially true or entirely false)be true, partially true or entirely false)
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WorldviewsWorldviews

•• which we hold (consciously or which we hold (consciously or 
subconsciously, consistently or subconsciously, consistently or 
inconsistently) inconsistently) 

•• about the basic constitution of reality, about the basic constitution of reality, 
•• and that provides the foundation on which and that provides the foundation on which 

we live and move and have our being. we live and move and have our being. 


