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hroughout this book we have come back frequently to the issue that

initially motivated this project—the division that often exists between
congregational ministries and the ministries provided by Christian univer-
sities. If both groups really want to make things work, and I think they do,
we need to get our differences out on the table so we can confront them
and work things out. When we talk about stress points between congrega-
tion and academy, it often boils down to something mentioned briefly in
the first chapter: Congregations often think that universities are too liberal.
It’s not always clear what liberal means or what is wrong with it, but the
charge generally expresses a fear that beliefs central to Christianity will be
watered down so that we end up with something less than true Christian-
ity. If Christians are going to worry about something, the concern that our
faith could become a pale shadow of the real thing is certainly valid, so this
is worth taking seriously. ;

As you have read through the various chapters, you may have run
across ideas that seem a bit questionable, and for this reason you might be
concerned that they express a type of liberalism. However, let us suggest an
idea that might seem completely shocking to you. Some of the views out-
lined in the book may seem uncomfortable, not because they are too lib-
eral, but because they are too conservative.

Hardly anyone today describes educational institutions, even Christian
ones, as conservative, so the claim that the academy may make congrega-
tions nervous because it is too conservative probably needs a bit of expla-
nation. “Conservative,” in its most basic definition refers to a desire to con-
serve or preserve something. An academic conservative, then, wants to
preserve whatever there is in the past, around the globe, within other disci-
plines, or from different perspectives that will help us understand where we






